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ALPA Winds Up Its Testimony at 
AA Emergency Hearing in N. Y. 


Executives, members and specialists of the Air Line Pilots Association, appearing 
before the Presidential Emergency Board which is hearing the: Association’s mileage 
case against American Airlines, completed their testimony March 21 after an elaborate 
presentation of facts during the past few weeks. 

Three representatives testified on behalf of AA on March 22 and 23, when ad- 
journment was taken during the week of March 26. 


The hearings are being held in the New 
York Central Building, 230 Park Avenue, New 
York City. 

On March i and 2 C. N. Sayen, Executive 
Vice-President of ALPA, testified on the new 
problems created by faster planes and in- 
creased mileage, whereas, S. Herbert Unter- 
berger, the Association’s statistical expert and 
economist, dwelt on ‘‘reducing hours without 
reducing take-home pay.”’ 

Sayen, using the mileage map to illustrate 
his contentions, said: 

“The problems that we have been present- 
ing to this Board which I think can best be 
illustrated by the map—the basic problem, 
of course, is what we have illustrated at the 
top of the map, that there has been a steady 
progression in the number of miles that a 
pilot flies in a month for the past 20 years, 
and with this steady increase in the number 
of miles, starting from the little airplane 
over here in 1931, 1936, and 1947, and carried 
on into the future, there have come a great 
number of problems. 

“The question is just how far can you 
stretch this thing, this rubber band of in- 
creased miles. It has been stretched to 
the point now where it has created in- 
numerable problems for this profession. 
‘“‘We told you in quite some detail about 

weather problems that come with flying air- 
craft over greatly increased distances. We 
have had an increase in just the last few 
years of about 8,000 miles a month in a pilot’s 
flying, and it has created many weather 
problems. 

“This proposal does not take into considera- 
tion . . . increased weight or the ake 
productive capacity of the aircraft. 
only thing that is considered in this hag 
posal is speed or increased miles . . . be- 
cause that is the primary aggravating factor 
for the pilot.”’ 

Unterberger said that the question of re- 
ducing hours without reducing take-home pay 
became a serious issue after World War II, 
and they were taking away the large amount 
of overtime hours, and the first case which 
was an important issue was the General Mo- 
tors case in 1946, and the fact finding board 
in that case very clearly stated: 

«*, . . when, in the past, hours have 
been reduced, it has been the rule rather 
than the exception for the workers to 
seek, and the employers to grant, some 
adjustment in hourly rates. The prin- 
ciple of cushioning the shock has been ap- 
plied in other situations as well.’ 

“The air line industry has adopted the gen- 
eral principle of reducing hours without re- 
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ducing pay. Thus, most air lines, including 
all of the larger companies, increased the pay 
of their ground employees on January 1, 1946, 
by at least enough to provide the same basic 
pay for a 40-hour week as previously paid for 
a 48-hour week. Indeed, American Airlines, 
shall I say, boasted of this thing when at 
least they put it in their prospectus which 
they filed with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission in 1946. 

“So that, on the basis of these general in- 
vestigations, I at least have come to the con- 
clusion that: (1) reducing hours without re- 
ducing pay is certainly not a new idea; (2) 
there has been an obvious, straightforward 
tendency about how the problem is handled; 
and (3) it looks like a reasonable request.’’ 

AA Copilots F. A. Spencer and F. § 
Schwartz, Council 39-Chicago, testified on the 
high degree of fitness, physically and men- 
tally, required of pilots and copilots. In- 
cluded in the evidence, they presented: 

“There are many publications by the Com- 
pany which are distributed to passengers, in- 
serted in a package of literature available to 
each passenger on the airplane, entitled, 
‘Welcome Aboard’... . The company analyzes 
in this pamphlet the nature of the personnel 
and certain factors involved in operating the 
air line, and referring to pilots, they entitled 
that ‘Many Called: Few Chosen,’ and we find 





Day-and-Night Flying 
In Its 31st Year 


Day-and-night flying marked its 30th 
year of operation on Washington's 
birthday, February 22, 1951. 

Now entering its 3lst year. day-and- 
night flying was proved feasible by 
spirited pilots transporting mail be- 
tween San Francisco, Reno, Salt Lake 
City, Cheyenne, North Platte, Chicago, 
Cleveland and New York City. The 
flight from coast-to-coast then took 33 
hours, 21 minutes. The route was over 
what is now United Air Lines main 
airway. 

Impressed by the initial day-and- 
night trips, congress appropriated $1,- 
250,000 for continuing and expanding 
air mail service, and lighting the air 
route, which proved to be a major step 
in developing air transportation. 











that it is a very well selected subtitle be- 
cause it describes in a very few words the 
nature of the requirements and the high de- 
gree of selectivity to which pilots are sub- 
jected before they can even attain to the 
right to fly for a position as copilot with 
American Airlines. 

“. . . im essence, without going into too 
much detail as to the vastness and com- 
prehensive nature of the written work, 
the continual battery of examinations, 
flight tests, flight checks, progress re- 
ports, chief pilot examinations, and so 
forth on the most advanced stages of fly- 
ing, the copilot, before he can get through 
to the point where he is considered what 
the company terms ‘first officer qualified,’ 
starting from the very beginning he is 
screened and re-screened and re-screened 
again, as he progresses through physical 
examinations, written examinations, the 
acquiring of aeronautical experience, the 
passing of aeronautical flight tests, to the 
point where the mass of screening, so to 
speak, becomes finer and finer through 
the entire process.’’ 

Speaking on the ‘‘Promotional Prospects 0! 
American Airlines Copilots,’’ AA Copilot M 
Elder, Council 62-Tulsa, said that ‘‘pilot em 
ployment increased 87 per cent for a 494 per 
cent business increase, giving a ratio of 17% 
per cent employment in the pilot group for 
100 per cent increase in business.’’ His fig 
ures were based on the New York Port At 
thority. 

Delving into the ‘‘Tenuous Nature of Co 
pilot Employment,’’ AA Copilot C. S. Benjé 
min, Jr., Council 22-New York, related thal 
he started to work for American in August, 
1945; was furloughed in January, 1947, for 
three months, along with 150 other pilots; 
was recalled in April, 1947; furloughed agail 
in September, 1947, and recalled in May, 1948 
and furloughed for the third time in October 
1948, and recalled in September, 1950. 

AA Copilot J. Dohony, also of Council 2 
gave the Board a digest of his experienc 
with furlough and recall, while AA Copil0! 





F. A. Spencer, Council 39-Chicago and sect® 
tary of ALPA, discoursed on the history al 
inequities of the copilot pay. 

. . « Never has there been a thorough 
job of evaluation of the copilot position,” 
he said, ‘“‘and that, as the exhibit demon 
strates, over a period of time there were 
various times at which it appeared there 
might be, but something always happened 
to put it off to some future date.” He 
pointed out that ‘‘the first pilot advances 
with the equipment but the copilot at the 
present time does not.”’ 

. we wanted to establish a more 
sonable relationship between the compen 
tion and job content with respect to othe 
cockpit crew members,”’ he pointed out, 
as a result we have derived a proposal whie 


(Continued on Page 4, Col. 1) 
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The bringing of this 34-passenger Mid-Continent plane 
to a safe landing is to be credited solely to the superb air line 
piloting skill and judgment of Captain Paul C. Walters and 
) his copilot Forrest Hull. A safe landing of the plane was made 
when one of the engines died just after the takeoff. The plane 
made contact with a tree on the dead motor glide to the point 
of landing, causing it to burn upon landing which presented 
an insurmountable obstacle. Mid-Continent was not as fortu- 
nate when one of its planes (right) crashed and burned at the 


Death Strikes Twice: Misses Once 








unlatched door. 





Municipal Airport, Sioux City, la., during conditions of ex- 
tremely bad weather. The 15 dead included two ALPA mem- 
bers, Captain James Graham and Copilot Philip K. Toler. 
(Inset) Joseph Dowd, an apprentice member of ALPA, was 
killed when he fell 4,000 feet from a Pioneer Airlines plane. 
He fell from the craft over Exell, Tex., while checking an 
The loss of all three of these members of 
ALPA is keenly felt and to those close to them go the mast 
sincere condolence of all ALPA., 





title be) “The Cover Pictures 

vordas eg 

high de-) (TOP) TWA Master Executive Council con- 
are sub-§ venes for an all-day session at ALPA Head- 


n to the} quarters for a briefing on what transpired 
ilot with} guring direct negotiations with the airline 
company and during the mediation conference. 


into too § 3 . . . P 
nd com- | Council members will disseminate this infor- 





1 work, mation among TWA pilots. Seated, left to 
mations, § right: A. J. Michelson, Council 24-New York; 
ress Te- | Dale M. Meyers, Council 3-Kansas City; A. L. 
and 80 | Headstrom, Council 84-Detroit; Dolores Nev- 
a ) erdusky, a secretary at Headquarters; D. J. 
ed what Smith, Council 25-Chicago, and W. W. Burg- 
1alified,’ ner, Council 69-San Francisco. Standing, left 
g he is to right: F. D. Hall, Council 4-Los Angeles; 
screened § R, M. Ruble, Council 24-New York; M. H. 
physical Rabeneck, Council 3-Kansas City; J. I. Mur- 
ons, the phy, Council 2-New York; R. G. Guss, Coun- 
nee, the § ci 2-New York; H. N. Ray, Council 84-De- 
5, to the § troit; R. W. Widholm, Council 25-Chicago, 
g, 80 © § and Karl J. Ulrich of ALPA’s Employment 
through § Agreement Department. 

‘ospects otf (CIRCLE) Captain Norm McNeill, ALPA 
Yopilot Mf) member, presents Capital Airlines Captain’s 
“pilot em Certificate to Paul Knowles, Director of Field 
a 494 pe Activities for the Leader Dog League of 
tio of 174 Rochester, Minn., and his seeing-eye dog, 


roup fors™ Wolf. Knowles and his dog, which is retir- 


His fig ing, have had 400,000 miles of air travel. 
. Port At (BOTTOM) This F-S%E Thunderjet is 
equipped with a new triple-threat electronic 
ire of CO} gunsight which has been a major factor in 
S. Benjt§ the USAF’s success over the Red Korean’s 


‘lated thal’ Migs. The F-84E fires five-inch high-velocity 


in August rockets with split-second accuracy. The gun- 
_ 1947, fo sight computes aerial and ground gunnery, 
1er pilots rocketry and bombing. 
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AA Copild! With Southern Airways, Atlanta, Ga., 

and sec entering the ranks March 7, ALPA now 

istory @ represents the pilots flying on 40 air lines. 

thorough § Scruggs A. Colvin, Council Coordination, 

position,” § and G. A. Shealy, Delta pilot and Re- 

[oe gional Vice President of ALPA, repre- 

it there Sented the Association in the member- 

happened @ Ship negotiations. Forty-four pilots on 

ate.” He ® the seniority list joined ALPA. 

advances 

lot at the Southern, with eight DC-3’s and two 
more on order, has its largest domicile 

prea at Atlanta, with smaller stations at Mem- 

+ to otha Phis, Tenn.; Jackson, Miss. and Jack- 

i out, “aaj Sonville, Fla. When the route extends 

posal whi into New Orleans, the Jackson domicile 

ol. 1) will be eliminated. 

we Prd Marcu, 1951 





Rentzel Remains Silent on Safety Board 


Donald W. Nyrop, CAA Administrator, has 
been named chairman of the CAB by Presi- 
dent Truman to succeed Delos W. Rentzel, 
who in turn becomes Undersecretary of Com- 
merce for Transportation. 

In the shift, Charles Horne, who has been 
Director of Federal Airways for CAA, now 
becomes Administrator of that body. 

Recently an executive order by the Presi- 
dent placed broad control over civil aviation 
in the hands of the Commerce Department, 
and it is thought by many that these powers 
will be administered by Rentzel in his new 
Undersecretary post. 


Pilot for a Day 








Tommy Bartlett (right), an inactive 
ALPA member and star of NBC’s “Wel- 
come Travelers” program, returns to his 
former job for a day when he serves as 
honorary flight captain aboard the Wis- 
consin Central Airlines inaugural DC-3 
flight from Midway Airport, Chicago, to 
Milwaukee. Left to right: Airline Presi- 
dent, Francis Higgins, Lynn Mohr, Miss 
Wisconsin Central Airlines, who chris- 
tened the DC-3, and Bartlett. 





Rentzel, in a closed session of the Senate 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee, 
told what he considered necessary in new 
legislation to assure a strong CAB. 

In his opinion, the board should have 
authority to compel air lines to initiate 
service on new and different routes; 
should be allowed to fix rates on inter- 
national routes as it now does on domes- 
tic, and should be allowed to limit the 
frequency of service and curtail the kind 
of equipment used. 

Further, he suggested that the board 
should have jurisdiction over the financ- 
ing and capitalization of the carriers, and 
should be permitted to compel interchange 
of equipment by the air lines engaged in 
foreign transportation. 

He was of the opinion also that there should 
be a statute separating mail pay from out- 
right subsidy. 

It will be noted, however, that Rentzel 
failed to suggest the necessary revival of the 
independent Air Safety Board. ALPA has 
long fought, and is still fighting, for the re- 
establishment of this board. Why does Rent- 
zel continue to oppose independent air safety 
recommendations and investigation? 


Pilots Urged to Get 
Identification Cards 


Pilots, mechanics and other airmen 
have been urged by Donald W. Nyrop, 
Administrator of Civil Aeronautics, to 
apply promptly for the identification 
cards which will be required under pro- 
posed amendments of the Civil Air Regu- 
lations. 


Although the deadline for obtaining the 
cards is September 1, the Administrator 
advised the nation’s airmen to avoid de- 
lays by early filing of applications at 
CAA Aviation Safety district offices. The 
proposed regulation change provides on 
and after April 16 that safety agents will 
be authorized to issue cards on the spot 
to airmen who show satisfactory identifi- 
cation and proof of citizenship. 





ALPA members: Write Headquarters 
NOW. Become an ALPA FCU member. 
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Hearing Winds Up 
(Continued from Page 2, Col. 3) 


is less than flight pilots but more than flight 
engineers.”’ 

Also placed in the records by Copilot wit- 
nesses were discussions on ‘‘On Duty Hours 
of Air Line Pilots,’’ ‘‘Pilots Proposal on Ir- 
regular Flying,’ ‘‘Deadhead Pay Proposal,’ 
“‘Expenses Away from Home,” ‘“‘Sick Leave 
Pay,’’ and ‘‘Vacation Pay.’’ 

Other issues vital to ALPA’s case were 
analyzed by AA Copilot W. J. Callahan, 
Council 6-Boston; Reserve Captain R. L. 
Hinman, Council 22-New York, and Cap- 
tain J. A. Durham, Council 22-New York. 
Each spoke on the working conditions of 
their respective ratings. The three told 
of the many hours on duty that it re- 
quired to obtain from 77 to 85 hours fly- 
ing time. “The month of December, 
1950,’’ said Durham, “i flew a total of 77 
hours, having put in, I believe, 223 hours 
on duty.’’ ; 
Thoroughly digested by ALPA’s members 

and experts during the hearings were: ‘Pilots 
On-Duty Hour Proposal,’’ “Minimum Guar- 
antee for Reserve Pilots,’’ ‘‘First Pilots 
Monthly Guarantee,’’ ‘‘Furlough Allowances,”’ 
“Hours On Duty,’ ‘‘Deadheading,’’ ‘‘Mini- 
munr Guarantees,’”” and ‘Furlough Pay.”’ 
ALPA also urged the appointment of a neu- 
tral member on the System Board should 
there be a deadlock on the final decision. 
ALPA said this was imperative because of 
the backlog of cases against AA. 

American began presenting its testimony on 
March 22, 1951. They say their testimony and 
putting in of evidence will be completed in 
approximately one week. 

The presentation of the Air Line Pilots 
Association on behalf of the American 
Airlines pilots was extensive, thorough, 
and complete. Moreover, it is one thing 
to create a presentation of this magnitude 
and put it in as evidence but it is entirely 
another matter to make it stand up. 
ALPA’s presentation stood the acid test 
of cross examination and all other related 
forms of hearing room scrutiny. Unfor- 
tunately, the average member of ALPA 
is completely unaware and not in a posi- 
tion to appreciate the extensiveness of the 
time, effort, research, creative work, and 
just plain back breaking effort that goes 
into the preparation of a case of this 
kind, and whoever says the cost is little 
is not aware of the facts. 

When ALPA completed its presentation, it 
had placed in the records 71 exhibits. This 
was in the form of many extensive book 
length briefs introduced including hundreds 
of charts, compilations, comparisons, and 
other related material. The backdrop basis 
for all this is months of research into the 
records of the Air Line Pilots Association, 
the air line transport industry, and the air 
line piloting profession generally, going back 
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Captain John L. Graham of Trans 
World Airlines and an ALPA member, 
finds pleasure and profit in his hobby 
of raising pedigreed Labrador Retrievers. 
Captain Graham is shown with five of 
his 15 puppies. 


PacE 4 






New Ramp Speeds Cargo Handling 



































































































Cargo handling at Pan American Airways’ Clipper cargo terminal at Miami Inter. 
national Airport, has been speeded up as much as 50 per cent by loading ramps of 
an entirely new design. The retractable ramps fit both the DC-4 and C-46 cargo 
Clippers. 














to 1930 and in some instances as far back 
as 1919. 


The presenting of the AA pilots case was 
outstanding for another reason which is his- 
tory making. Each day at the hearings, there 
was an ample sprinkling of regular air line 
pilots from all lines flying into New York, 
and there was heard not one adverse com- 
ment respecting the evidence and manner of 
ALPA presentation during the many days 
that this case was being put into the record. 
Everyone was highly pleased and did not 
hesitate in expressing their satisfaction. And 
when the last bit of evidence went into the 
record, there was a full realization by all con- 
cerned of what President Behncke said at the 
beginning: 


of approval protective conditions for the 
benefit ef adversely affected employees, 
expressly relied on testimony by West- 
ern’s President that no such adverse af- 
fect would be suffered. The records. show 
that such adverse effects were suffered.” 

The CAB, in denying Western's petition for 
reconsideration, said further: 

“Our order of approval was issued on Aw- 
gust 25, 1947. The time to apply for recon- 
sideration under Board regulations expired 
on September 25, 1947. A timely petition for 
reconsideration was filed by the Air Line 
Pilots Association (ALPA) on September 23, 
The fact that the parties had consummated 
the transaction on September 15 could not 
and did not deprive the Board of power to 

“Preparing for one of these cases is no reconsider the approval granted in the origi- 
small task. It is so far reaching, extending nal order and to attach further conditions, 
into all phases of the business and the pro- or indeed even to revoke approval. 
fession. It will take many days and many ‘In consummating the transaction prior to 
weeks to complete the job of preparation and the expiration of the time for filing petitions 
everything will happen that normally oo for reconsideration and prior to the Board's 
in this type of thing ranging from commend- disposition of those petitions, the parties acted 
able performance on the one hand to the at their own risk.’ 
ridiculous on the other. The pressure of a es 
long hard case will cause tempers to fray 
and the men will be separated from the boys. 
Out of it all, we hope will come the real 
evidence scraped to the bone—the real rea- 
sons why the American Airlines pilots have 
failed to complete their employment agree- 
ment with the Company and what must be 
accomplished to again give them a good, 
workable agreement.”’ 





















































Join ALPA FCU NOW. Goal? Every 
ALPA member an ALPA FCU member. 
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Western Taking 
Route 68 Case 
To U. S. Court 


Western Air Lines, which transferred Route 
68 to United Air Lines September 15, 1947, 
and subsequently was ordered by the CAB 
to reimburse WA pilots adversely affected by 
the transaction, is appealing to the U. S. Court 
of Appeals in California to set aside the CAB 
directive. 

After CAB’s order directing WA to com- 
pensate pilots for monetary losses, Western 
petitioned the Board for reconsideration, This 
was denied. 

In challenging the CAB directive in its peti- 
tion for reconsideration, Western argued that 
the Board had no power to attach conditions . 
to an approval of a transaction after it had an. is P 
been consummated. In reply to that, the _When not piloting a Continental PA 
Board said: Lines’ plane, Captain Fred Gray, AL 

“We held in our opinion of July 7 that member, joins Mis wife and daughia 
Western could not be heard to make that Jackie, in a music and dance jambor 
argument here because the Board, in de- Gray is an expert at keyboards of the 
clining to include in the original order piano and electricorgan. 


Tue Air Line PIL 
















